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TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: SIMILARITY OF US-PRC INTERESTS IN LOS 
REFS: (A) PEKING 00442; (B) STATE 54588 

1 . GOPRC VIEWS LOS PRIMARILY AS A STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE 
DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING NATIONS. EARLY ON, THE PRC GAVE 
UNRESERVED SUPPORT TO LDC POSITIONS, PARTICULARLY WITH 
RESPECT TO THE RIGHT OF THE COASTAL STATE TO MAKE UNILATE- 
RAL, UNLIMITED CLAIMS TO COASTAL WATERS. LATER, PRC 
MODIFIED ITS VIEWS, APPARENTLY IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
NECESSITY TO DEAL REALISTICALLY IN THE INTERNATIONAL FORUM. 
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2. LOS IS NOT OF MUCH CONSEQUENCE TO THE PRC. MATTERS OF 
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PRACTICAL INTEREST TO THE PRC WILL MOST LIKELY BE DEALT 
WITH ON A BILATERAL BASIS (IF RESOLVED AT ALL) SUCH AS 
THE TERRITORIAL DISPUTES IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. 

3. PRC RADICALLY DISAGREES WITH USG ON MOST LOS ISSUES. 

USG CAN FIND SOME COMMON GROUNDS WITH THE PRC ON THE 
FOLLOWING ISSUES: (A) TERRITORIAL SEA LIMITS: EVEN THOUGH 
THE PRC HAS PROCLAIMED THE RIGHT OF A COASTAL STATE TO 
ESTABLISH ITS OWN LIMITS TO THE TERRITORIAL SEA, 

THEY APPEAR AMENABLE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT INTERNATIONALLY 
OF A 12 MILE TERRITORIAL SEA. (B) CONTINENTAL SHELF: THERE 
IS SOME DISAGREEMENT WITH THE PRC IN THE CONCEPT OF THE 
RIGHTS OF THE COASTAL STATE IN THE SUPERJACENT WATERS OF 
THE CONTINENTAL SHELF, BUT THE PRC AND THE USG ARE IN 
AGREEMENT IN BELIEVING THAT THE COASTAL STATE HAS A RIGHT 
TO THE RESOURCES OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF TO AN INTER- 
NATIONALLY DETERMINED LIMIT. (C) RIGHTS OF LANDLOCKED 
STATES: BOTH THE PRC AND THE USG SUPPORT THE RIGHT OF 
LANDLOCKED STATES TO TRANSIT COASTAL STATES FOR ACCESS 
TO THE OCEANS. SISCO 
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